Are You Wearing Fall 2011's Top 10 Colors?
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Each season, the  unveils the fashion industry's primary color palette after a survey of the designers of New York Fashon Week. The top 10 colors selected for women this fall 2011 appeal to a vibrant, romantic ideal. Designers artfully combine the brighter colors with the subtle neutrals, setting the tone for a feminine fall reminiscent of glamorous Old Hollywood, enchanting Chinese operas, lively cityscapes and peaceful countrysides.

Fall 2011's color palette consists of: Bamboo, Emberglow, Honeysuckle (the 'it' color of 2011), Phlox, Cedar, Deep Teal, Coffee Liqueúr, Nougat, Orchid Hush and Quarry. Of course, all designers have their own trendy names for each of these colors -- for example, Chris Benz refers to his Bamboo yellow as "Sponge" -- and there are varying shades of these chosen core colors, but the use of this palette on the runways and in designer ready-to-wear collections in stores is unmistakable. Pantone is the color authority in fashion. Take a peek at how these top 10 colors have manifested across products and fashion labels this season, and see how you can best combine the colors for a chic fall 2011 look. These are the top 10 colors and these are some of our favorite combos.






Bamboo + Phlox
Warm and exotic, Bamboo's mustard-yellow color with greenish undertones reminds us of the fading days of summer on the sand. The sun-golden hue intermingled with the saturated pigments of a floral Phlox make for a stand-out aesthetic this fall. Try also pairing Bamboo with Deep Teal or Honeysuckle.
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Alex Marie Lark Surplice Dress, $77.40 (Retail $129)
Urban Outfitters Staring at Stars Marled Placket Cardigan, $49
Tolani Zig Zag Scarf, $85
Betsey Johnson Sashaaa Flats, $69.95
Big Buddha Prince Handbag, $63.96 (Retail $79.95)
Christian Dior Dior Vernis 'Fall 2011' Nail Lacquer in Purple Revolution, $22
Merona Felt Cloche Hat with Flower Detail, $16.99
CACHAREL Printed Belted Dress, $707 (Retail $1,415)



Emberglow + Honeysuckle
This retro pairing of a familiar fall tone, Emberglow, and the 'it' color of 2011, Honeysuckle, makes for a positively playful look that's perfect for daytime meet-ups and holiday gatherings. Emberglow's shade is more akin to a persimmon than to an orange itself, but it is undeniably considered "orange." For a more classic autumn look, try pairing Emberglow with Coffee Liqueúr.
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Eight Sixty Color-Blocked Dress, $98
Nike Heritage Bag, $14.99
Nine West Stylin Sandals, $80.10 (Retail $89)
Oscar de la Renta Pink Label "Bright Blossoms" Wrap, $51.80 (Retail $74)
Reebok Classic Nylon, $39.99 (Retail $50)
Old Navy Ethnic Cocktail Ring, $5.97 (Retail $9.50)
Converse Set List Sunglasses, $59
Lands' End Canvas Superlight V-neck Tee in Persimmon, $9.99 (Retail $19.50)
Kate Spade Gumdrop Stud Earrings, $38
Sequin Cleopatra Rope Necklace, $30 (Retail $60)



Phlox + Deep Teal
Phlox is rich purple color most often associated with magic and mystique. It's no wonder that it pairs so well with Deep Teal, a color that is echoes the mysterious depths of the ocean or the darkest and most puzzling shade of the sky that you can spy just before dawn. Phlox makes a statement on its own, but when paired with the season's neutrals or blues and greens, it creates a dramatic feel that is anchored in nature.
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Emilio Pucci Printed Silk Scarf, $135.80 (Retail $388)
Talbots Ruffle Front Halter One Piece, $20 (Retail $82)
Kate Spade New York Teal Drop Leverback Earrings, $58
Torrid Quincy Teal Satin Wide Width Heel, $39.50
Old Navy Cable-Trim Sweater Tunic, $39.50 (Retail $44.94)
The Limited Gathered-Waist Shirt Dress, $53.94 (Retail $89.90)



Cedar + Bamboo
Cool and versatile Cedar pairs exceptionally well with warm Bamboo. You already know this pairing works because it's rooted in nature. Think: sunlight filtering through a forest of trees on a misty morning. Cedar and Deep Teal make for another natural pairing, and Cedar with Phlox or Orchid Hush looks timeless.
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Julie Dillon Print Chiffon Strapless Dress, $188
Halogen Peplum Sweater Jacket, $98
Halogen® 'Ombré Circle' Scarf, $24.90 (Retail $38)
Tryst Stevie Earrings, $26.40 (Retail $44)
Suzi Chin for Maggy Boutique Sheath Dress, $104.90 (Retail $158)
The Limited Cutaway Neckline Shirt, $24.99 (Retail $39.90)
The Limited Suede Waist Belt, $44.90
Tibi Safari Shirting Dress with Belt, $108 (Retail $360)



Honeysuckle + Coffee Liqueúr
This reddish-pink color's popularity extends from spring, through summer and right into fall. Being "the" color of the year, it pairs well with any of the other colors in the palette. But, it pairs especially elegantly with neutral staples like savory Coffee Liqueúr or un-beige Nougat. If you want some intensity in your look, think about mixing in a few touches of Bamboo.
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Aldo Straight Earrings, $8
Lulu 'Cabbage Rose' Infinity Scarf, $18
Voyager Floral-Print Kimono Robe, $145 (Retail $198)
Just Cavalli Top, $42 (Retail $155)
Original Hunter Wellington Rain Boot, $125
Halston Satin Blazer, $126 (Retail $360)
Bobbi Brown Powerful Face Palette, $60
Antik Batik Long Sleeve Shirt, $55 (Retail $115)
Ettika Protection Coin Leather Bracelet, $63



Nougat + Emberglow
More decadent than beige and warmer than tan, camel-colored Nougat works beautifully with other warm colors like Emberglow and Honeysuckle. Nougat pairs tastefully with more saturated colors like Phlox, too. We love the fiery pairing of an unconventional "orange" with the neutral.
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Torn By Ronny Kobo Striped Jersey 'Denise' Tank, $50.99 (Retail $60)
Urban Outfitters Ecote Hamptons Skimmer, $29
Longchamp Le Pliage Small Tote Bag, $125
Marc Jacobs Ruffle-Trimmed Sheer Printed Top, $210 (Retail $525)
Cooperative Suede Oxford Wedge, $59
Tarina Tarantino Adjustable Sugar Skull Ring, $27
Michael Antonio Gezana, $58.50 (Retail $65)
American Apparel Leaf Flower Lace Sleeveless Dress, $52



Orchid Hush + Quarry
Not quite lavender and not quite gray or light blue, Orchid Hush is a unique shade with complex undertones that reminds us of morning mists and mirrored reflections. Quarry is another lighter, softer medium gray color of the top 10 for fall 2011, and also shares misty, foggy qualities that makes it a perfect pairing for Orchid Hush. Both of these colors will pair well with any other color in the palette.
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Asos Orion Printed Dress, $25.86 (Retail $94.81)
JUCCA Long Sleeve Sweater, $35 (Retail $95)
Monica Vinader Medina Gold-Plated Ring, $100 (Retail $200)
Kate spade Chandelier Earrings, $98
Old Friend Scuff Slippers, $44 (Retail $55)
J. Crew Evie Silk Chiffon Dress, $119 (Retail $198)
Maybelline Eye Studio Color Plush Silk in Saphire Siren, $9.99
Merona Woven Print Scarf, $12.99


Which of these color combinations could you see yourself wearing over and over this fall season? If not any of these, what combinations from the top 10 colors would you create for yourself? We'd love to hear it! Inspire us!


